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Welcome to Reception at Kells
Lane Primary School. We provide
an engaging and stimulating
curriculum that allows our
children to grow into articulate,
curious and creative members of
our school and community. 

Welcome to Reception at Kells Lane...

We have incredibly high aspirations for our children here at Kells Lane. 
 Instilling a love of learning from the very moment our children enter our
setting is imperative to us. Through our expectations and ambitious
curriculum, our children become articulate, autonomous and passionate
learners. By embedding and mastering knowledge and skills through first
hand, practical experiences, we ensure that our children know more,
learn more and remember more. Our children are at the heart of every
decision we make and inspire the next steps of our teaching and learning.

 ‘Believe, Work Hard,
Achieve’



The Foundation Stage Curriculum comprises of seven areas of learning: the 'Three Prime
Areas' and the 'Four Specific Areas'. 

At Kells Lane Primary School, we have developed a forward thinking and dynamic curriculum
that is based on the seven areas of learning and have combined these with the
Characteristics of Effective Learning into 5 learning pillars. These are designed to best
prepare our children for life in the modern world, considering each child as an individual.

Our Vision 
Our goal is to ensure that every child reaches their full potential

academically, socially, personally and emotionally. 
 
 Our Curriculum

5 Pillars of Learning



Our Vision
 

Our goal is to ensure that every child reaches their full potential
academically, socially, personally and emotionally. 

 
 

What makes up the 5 Pillars of Learning?
To give you a little more insight into the 5 Pillars of Learning, take a look at

the building blocks that make up each pillar:



9.20-9.25am: Plan-Do-Review - We make our play plans for our 'doing' time and share
these with our friends.

9.25am-10.35am: Plan-Do-Review - (Free-flow between indoor and outdoor
environments). We put our plans into action in our classroom learning environment, both
indoors and out. Our teachers support us in carrying out our plans.

10.35am-11.10: Plan-Do-Review - We share our work with our friends.

11.10am-12.15am: Wash hands and get ready for lunchtime. We then eat our school
meal or packed lunch in the dinner hall. Then, outdoor play in our EY garden.

12.20pm: Five Minute Mindfulness session.

12.25-12.40pm: Phonics using Read Write Inc.

12.40-1.50pm: Child initiated play - free flow between 
indoor and outdoor environments.

A Day in the Life of a Kells Lane Child

9.10am-9.20am: Maths - this can involve a fun and practical play-based activity or
game, singing a song or reading a maths-based story.

1.50pm: Tidy up time- we help to reset our environment
for the following day by placing our resources and toys
back into their homes.

2.15-2.30pm: Wonder Moments of Music/ dancing/
inquiry/ investigation/ yoga/ mindfulness.

2.35-2.50pm: Story and song time.

2.55pm - 3.00pm: We gather together our belongings
ready for hometime.

8.45-9.05am: I say goodbye to my grown-up at the
entrance, come into Reception and hang my coat on my
peg. I self-register using my photograph and join in with a
music and movement session with my friends.

9.05am-9.10am: Morning Meeting: I sit in a small adult-led
group with my friends and we sing our 'Welcome' and
'Good Morning' songs. During this time, we count and
notice how many friends are in each group, sing the 'Days
of the Week' song and record these on our message board.



Doors open at 8.45am and close at
9.00am

 
 Morning - 9.00 – 11.30am 

 
Lunch – 11.30am – 12.30pm

 
Afternoon - 12.30 – 3.00pm 

 
Doors open for home time at  3.00pm

and close at 3.10pm
 

Organisation

Play is the cornerstone of Early Years Foundation Stage and throughout the
year your child will be involved in:



N E W  W E S T M I N S T E R  C H U R C H   / /  I S S U E  1 2  / /  V O L U M E  2 7Personal Goals and Positive
Relationships

Here at Kells Lane, our children learn to
be kind, respectful and independent
learners. Our aim is to build an
environment based on mutual respect,
where children and adults feel involved
and valued. We provide consistency in
providing clear boundaries, and are
sensitive and responsive to each child's
needs, feelings and interests.

Our approach to behaviour management
is positive; it is based on high
expectations, celebrating successes and
being intrinsically motivated to learn how
to make good choices.

Our full behaviour policy is available on
our school website or you can request a
paper copy form the school office.

Self             Caring        Respectful     Staying          Self              Self
Worth       Friendships    Boundaries      Safe         Sufficient        Aware

Our children will be valued as individuals and will in turn, learn to value
themselves. They will be taught how to negotiate friendships, respect
boundaries and appreciate themselves. 



What Learning Looks Like in Reception

Phonics - Read Write Inc
As a school we follow the ‘Read Write Inc’ phonics programme and your child will take part in a daily
phonics session after lunch. They will be introduced to phase 1 listening activities, using a character
called Fred the Frog. Read Write Inc is a daily and systematic approach to teaching phonics, using
pictures and flashcards.

For more information: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-
inc-phonics-guide/ 

Maths - White Rose
We know how important it is to ensure your child has the very best start to their Maths journey, and at
Kells Lane Primary School, we understand how vital this stage is. We work hard to ensure we provide
a Maths rich environment, where children can enjoy, explore and discover the key elements of the
Maths Curriculum.

As a school we believe that mathematical understanding is achieved by using exploring and
investigating. Therefore, children are introduced to concepts by the use of concrete objects to help
them make sense of a concept or problem. These give children the freedom to explore concepts
through physical manipulation, allows them time to experiment and investigate, therefore building
confidence and the use of mathematical language.

Kells Lane staff have been working with the Great North Maths Hub, coordinated by the NCETM, for
five years now. The Great North Maths Hub is part of a programme funded by the Department for
Education (DfE) to ensure excellent teaching of Mathematics.

For more information: https://whiterosemaths.com/maths-with-michael



What Learning Looks Like in Reception

Learning Opportunities
Adult Led:

 
Academic, personal and social
development is fundamental to

learning. Children will be in 4 groups of
15 for these experiences, for daily

sessions of phonics, Maths, emotional
literacy and mindfulness. These

sessions are designed to teach new
learning and language, to enhance
independent play, develop empathy

and self awareness, to ensure children
have the ability to use and manage the

environment effectively.
 

Adult Guided:
 

These experiences will be explored in
small groups, guided by an adult to

ensure children are experiencing all 5
pillars of our curriculum. These

teaching opportunities are designed to
inspire conversations and questions,
teach new knowledge, which together
which will further enhance purposeful

play. This focus learning will range from
sign language, gardening, cooking and

to physical exercise.

Plan Do Review:
 

In the plan-do review process, children
make plans, carry them out, and reflect
on what they have done. This time will

be child-led, with adults acting a
facilitators and to support children’s
play when appropriate. In doing so,
children learn to take initiative, solve

problems, work with others, and
accomplish their goals - their play

becomes more purposeful and focused.

Child Initiated Learning:
 

Children will have opportunities and time
to plan, develop and extend their play,

interests and learning. Within child
initiated time children are able to extend
and apply their learning. Adults will plan
for and create an enabling and inspiring

environment to provide children with
time, space and materials to play,

investigate and explore. 



Telephone - 0191 4334140

Email - kellslane@klps.org.uk

Website -
www.kellslaneschool.org


