
Dear Parents and Carers,

This week, I would like to respond to some of the comments given by parents in our survey. Below is a
summary of the main areas in which parents feel we could improve/develop further:

A more streamlined approach to communication.
- We are currently in the process of updating our website and communication/payment methods so that we
keep all information in one place. Parents would have access to all letters, updates, consent forms etc.
through one app meaning no messages would be missed. 

Face to face parents evenings and opportunities to come into school.
- Due to COVID-19 and the risk assessments set by Gateshead Public Health, we have been unable to invite
parents into school. Whilst we must remain cautious, we are planning on holding our next parents' evening
face to face in school. We have also started to reintroduce opportunities for parents to come into school such
as 'Stay and Play' and we aim to continue to extend this throughout all year groups over the coming weeks
and months.

More feedback on children's levels of progress and attainment and ways in which parents can
support at home.
- Each child will receive an interim progress update prior to the half term holiday. This will then be followed up
with a parents' evening appointment to discuss your child's progress in more detail, including what we are
doing in school to support them. 

A return to year group emails to contact teachers directly.
- Year group emails were initially set up as a way for families to contact teachers during lockdown and for
children to submit work. Once school re-opened we found that on occasions, some parents sent in emails that
needed to be viewed immediately and they were not always picked up in time due to the inboxes not being
monitored daily. If you do wish to contact a specific teacher/year group, please email the main school email -
this is checked regularly throughout the day and all emails are forwarded on to the appropriate staff
member. 

Improve extra-curricular activities on offer.
- We hope that over the past few weeks you have seen an increase in the clubs on offer. We will continue to
extend this further over the next half term. We also have a number of pupil led clubs that take place during
lunch times and we are hoping to introduce teacher led clubs during this time, linked to themes such as times
tables, arts and crafts and Lego. 

Dates for events etc. to be given in advance.
- We have now added a diary dates section to the newsletter and this will remain each week. As we are
beginning to reintroduce things as the restrictions ease, you will see any additions highlighted in red. 

Regular updates specific to what each year group are learning about.
- As part of our website and communication development, we are hoping to introduce class pages which
parents would be able to follow and receive regular and more year group specific information and updates.
We will also continue to use our weekly newsletter to update you on learning across the school and we plan to
share year group topics at the beginning of each half term. 

Have a lovely weekend,

Mrs R Swinbank 
Acting Headteacher

F R I D A Y  4 T H
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 2

KELLS LANEKELLS LANE
WEEKLY UPDATEWEEKLY UPDATE

 

Whole school attendance target - 98%
Our whole school attendance is  97%



MATHSMATHSMATHSWhat we have been learning this week.
Nursery: Continuing their work on subitising (recognising a number
without counting it). 
Reception: Adding two groups together using the word 'more'.
Y1: Subtraction within 20.
Y2: Tally Charts, pictograms and bar graphs. We have begun to learn about
sharing into equal groups (division).
Y3: Multiplying a 2 digit number by a 1 digit number.
Y4: Dividing a 3 digit number by a 1 digit number.
Y5: Finding and comparing equivalent fractions (1 half = 2 quarters).  
Y6: Finding a percentage of an amount (27% of 260).

Our Nursery children have fully embraced Storytelling week. Some of the
children staged a 'Storytime Take-Over' and read their favourite books to
their friends during daily storytime sessions. We enjoyed classics such as
'The Very Hungry Caterpillar' and 'The Three Little Pigs'. 
We have also been building upon our enquiries into 'The Past' by looking
at photographs of each other when we were babies. Great fun was had
during games of 'Guess the Baby' and the children were keen to point
our similarities and differences in the photographs from 'Now' and 'Then'

Y4 Basketball Tournament @ Cardinal Hume
This week we have been able to offer
competitive sport outside of the school day. We
know how important sport is for all of our
children so this is something that we are
determined to offer more events to lots of
children throughout the year. Thank you to Mr
Wells for giving up his time after school. 
Watch this space for more events this year...

Anne Frank Charity: Voices of Equality in Y5 & Y6
Year 6 Larch class had an incredible 2 days with Sam,
who spoke to us about diversity, equality and
stereotyping. We started by looking at Anne Frank's
diary, then began looking at many different types 
 discrimination. In Year 5, Sam discussed stereotypes
around homophobia.
Rory Y6: "It was one of the best days I've had in
school!"
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In school this week we have talked about how we can
show people we care. Using the book 'While We Can't
Hug' we reflected on those times when we couldn't meet
people in person but how we still showed each other we
cared. The children had lots of discussions and ideas: from
making food, painting pictures, writing cards,  to making
friendship bracelets and sending notes. We have many
clubs in school and one of them is a friendship band craft
club ran by a group of Y5 children. All children know it is
the smallest of kind actions that have the biggest impact. 

In Y1, the children have made a great start to this week’s maths where
they have been learning subtraction within 20. 
Also, in preparation for our trip to Newcastle Castle Keep we have
been discussing the different roles/jobs people had in castles.

In Y2, the children have enjoyed creating their own buildings from
London in 1666. We used our creativity and knowledge of the
materials used in 1666 to design a building each. We have now begun
to make our buildings including thinking about the finishing
techniques (colour, detail).

PEPEPE

ECO-COMMITTEEECO-COMMITTEEECO-COMMITTEE

This week our reception children have shown off their
imaginative skills. They have enjoyed using their gross
motor skills to bury and hide treasure. The children
then created their own pirate games and encouraged
other children to join in with their games.
 Don't forget to book your 'Stay & Play' session. They
are from 8th-10th February and 15th-16th February. We
cannot wait to have you in school to show you our
learning environment inside and out. 
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On Monday, following on from our very successful Green day,
our Eco-Committee met with Anne from Groundworks to do a
litter pick around school. There will be a follow up session on 9th
February for an Action Project Workshop. Thanks to Maisie O &
Olivia L (both Y5 girls) for their posters and PowerPoint
presentations about looking after our planet. 

Scientific Enquiry in Y3:
- Observing and examining rock
samples
- Are the rock samples permeable?
-Testing the durability of rocks

Scientific Enquiry in Y4:
-How can we classify living things?
- Why do animals have different diets?
-What is living or non-living in our
school grounds?

Scientific Enquiry in Y5:
-What is the solar system?
-Why is the moon not a planet?
-How do planets move?

We have enjoyed Storytelling Week in
school. Lots of different teachers and

teaching assistants have read to
everyone. We are excited to introduce a

new award starting next week called
Always Attitude. Happy weekend. 

 (Harry M & Connie C, Y6)

As part of our upcoming Children’s Mental Health Week, we would like
to invite children to Dress to Express on Friday 11th February. Children
can come to school on this day wearing clothes that they feel express
their unique and individual personalities.

The theme of this year’s Children’s Mental Health Week is Growing
Together.  Growing Together is about growing emotionally and finding
ways to help each other grow. Challenges and setbacks can help us to
grow and adapt and trying new things can help us to move beyond our
comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and potential. 

Next week in school we will be promoting good mental health and
welllbeing for our children and reminding them of some of the strategies
that can help them stay mentally healthy.  We'll also be hearing this
important message from a few celebrities and joining a national
assembly.

Y6 SATs Meeting via Teams
Please note that there will be a Year 6 parent SATs briefing at
4.30pm on Tuesday 8th February. The meeting will share
details of the week, provide home-learning tips as well as an
opportunity to answer your specific questions. The link will be
emailed to you on Monday 7th February. 
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Scientific Enquiry in
Y6:
-Who is Carl Linnaeus?
- Identify & classify
rainforest animals
- Create and evaluate a
classification key 



It’s been another remarkable week! Here’s some photographs to show some of
the wonderful learning experiences...



We are passionate about reading at Kells Lane Primary School. We want every child to enjoy reading, to
consider themselves a reader and to imagine themselves as authors of the future. Learning to read is the

most important skill your child can learn.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don't forget to log your child's
reading on the GoRead app for
their teacher to read. 

The letter sounds
pronounced individually as

they are heard in words.

READING UPDATEREADING UPDATE

Birthday Books! If you would like to help support our reading areas in our
classrooms, we have set up year group 'wish lists'. The book will be delivered to our
school and our librarians will add a personalised bookplate inside then presented in
assembly! 

Nursery https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3C41HLCEUS96I?ref_=wl_share
Reception https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/NM3CHZQFDIUA?ref_=wl_fv_le
Y1 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/17H534TMR8CCB?ref_=wl_fv_le
Y2 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/11B9IT87T386N?ref_=wl_fv_le
Y3 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/3OR18IB059J87?ref_=wl_fv_le
Y4 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/155NK279YB17I?ref_=wl_fv_le
Y5 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1VELUYS4RYFRG?ref_=wl_fv_le
Y6 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2P0DVLY7QWOK9?ref_=wl_fv_le

WISHLISTS
WISHLISTS

"Fred in your
head!"

This means segmenting and
blending sounds in your head

(Fred the Frog helps us with this!)

"Blend"

This means to say each sound
quickly to read the full word.

"Segment"

This means breaking up words into
their individual sounds.

"Fred talk"

This means segmenting sounds
out loud then blending.

"Pure Sounds"

"Phoneme"

This means the letter
sounds pronounced

individually as they are
heard in words.

"Speedy reading" "Green words"

"Red words"

This means reading words
without the need to 'Fred

talk' (sound out).

These are words that can
be segmented into

sounds and blended.

These are words that are
learnt and read by sight.

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/
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Online Safety | Kells Lane Primary School (kellslaneschool.org)
Click below for more online safety information -

https://www.kellslaneschool.org/parents/e-safety-advice-for-parents-and-children/

