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End of Year Expectations for Year 2 
Reading 

 Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills to    
decode unfamiliar words until automatic decoding is 
embedded and reading is fluent 

 Read accurately using set 1,2 and 3 sounds and     
recognise alternate sounds 

 Read words of more than one syllable containing taught 
sounds 

 Read words containing common suffixes 

 Read common exception words 

 Read books aloud, accurately, at their phonic level  

 Re-read these books to build fluency and confidence in 
word reading 

 Develop pleasure reading, motivation to read,        
vocabulary and understanding by listening to, discussing 
and expressing views about a wide range of poetry, 
stories and non-fiction texts 

 Check text makes sense as they read, and correct     
inaccurate reading 

 Make inferences on the basis of what is being said or 
done, answer and ask questions and make predictions 

 Explain clearly their understanding of books, poems and 
other material, both that they listen to and those read 
to them 

 

 

Writing 

 Spell by segmenting spoken words into sounds and 
represent sounds correctly 

 Learn new ways to spell using alternate sounds,     
including common homophones (see/sea, be/bee, to/too/
two) 

 Learn to spell common exception words 

 Spell contracted words (can’t, haven’t) 

 Learn the possessive apostrophe (the girl’s book) 

 Distinguish between homophones and near-homophones 
(accept/except) 

 Add suffixes to spell longer words including -ment,       -
ness, -ful, -less, -ly 

 Write narratives about personal experiences and those 
of others (real and fictional) 

 Write about real events 

 Write poetry 

 Edit and improve work, checking their work makes sense 

 Use punctuation including full stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists 
and apostrophes (contractions and possession) 

 Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify 

 Use present and past tense correctly 

 Form letters correctly, correctly sized in relation to one 
another and begin to join 

Mathematics 

 Count in steps of 2, 3 and 5 from 0 and tens from any 
given number 

 Recognise the place value of each digit in a two-digit 
number (tens, ones) 

 Compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100 

 Read and write numerals to 100 in numbers and words 

 Solve addition and subtraction problems using concrete 
resources and pictorial representations 

 Recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 
fluently and derive and use related facts up to 100 

 Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 
2,5 and 10 multiplication tables and solve problems 
using arrays, concrete resources, repeated addition, 
mental methods and multiplication and division facts 

 Recognise, find, name and write fractions 1/3, 1/4, 2/4 
and 3/4 of a length, shape, set of objects or quantity 

 Choose and use appropriate standard units for      
measuring length, height, mass, temperature, capacity 

 Recognise and use the symbols for pounds and pence, 
solving problems involving money and giving change 

 Tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter 
past/to the hour 

 Identify and describe properties of 2D and 3D shapes 

 Interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts 
and block diagrams 



Children should be able to read and write these words by the end of year 2. 






