
The half term progress reports need to be more clear in terms of what parents can work on and what
the end of year expectations look like. Parents would also like to be informed more frequently in
regards to how their child is doing in school. We will upload the end of year expectations for maths,

reading, writing and science for all years groups, to class pages, before the next set of progress reports

go out. This will hopefully give you an indication of what we are making judgements against. We will

also do the same for behaviour so it is clear what outstanding, good and needs improvement looks

like. Progress reports will have a clear target for children to be working on linked to maths, reading and

writing. Parents are updated half termly on their child's progress: either via a progress report, parents

evening or end of year report. We are unable to increase this further but should you have any

concerns, appointments can be made via the main office to speak to your child's teacher 1:1. 

More information is needed on the new teaching of spellings. Some parents commented that they

would like weekly spellings to be working on at home. These can be found on every class page from Y1-

Y6. Pupils from Y2 upwards have a 'learning check' at the end of each 2 week cycle against their words

and focus sounds. Practising these words at home along with any others containing the same focus

sound, will help your child increase their spelling knowledge. 

Volume of information on the app can be overwhelming. As a large school, we frequently have

information that needs to be passed on to our families. We try to only target the year group/individual

children who require it but households with multiple children will receive messages more often. We

are trying to use the weekly newsletter to share as much information with you as we can.

Dear Parents & Carers,

Following our parent survey, I would like to take this opportunity to highlight some of the comments and
suggestions that were put forward along with any actions we will be taking:

 

KELLS LANEKELLS LANE
WEEKLY UPDATEWEEKLY UPDATE

 

F R I D A Y  1 6 T H
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2

Whole school attendance
target - 98%

Our whole school attendance
this week is 96.7.%

Allocation for extra-curricular clubs needs to fairer with a
list given at the start of the year. We are aiming to send

out a provisional list in the summer term of the clubs we

will have running in September. Due to availability of

coaches, some clubs do not run all year and therefore

start/end mid year. We have now developed a tracking

system in school to ensure there is a fair balance of places

being allocated. We do not offer a first-come-first-served

process as this is unfair on those parents who may not see

the message in time. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Mrs R Swinbank
Headteacher

THIS WEEKS KEY MESSAGESTHIS WEEKS KEY MESSAGESTHIS WEEKS KEY MESSAGES

Christmas party reminders - 

No PE kits needed for the last week of
term 
Thursday 22nd December is the last day
of term. Pupils will return on the 9th
January 2023.

       - Monday Y3 & Y4
       - Tuesday Y5 & Y6
       - Wednesday Nursery



 

This week in Reception, 

Agree
83.1%

Disagree
16.9%

Y5 FOOTBALL INSPIRATIONY5 FOOTBALL INSPIRATIONY5 FOOTBALL INSPIRATION   

Character Development 
Our Y5 children love their football! They
have been so inspired by the World Cup
that they couldn't wait to learn more
from the American player, Tim Ream via 
 Virtual Soccer Schools. He talked to the
children about his experience as a world
player but  then the children learned
about key character traits which can be
applied in many areas of life: resilience,
teamwork and kindness. Sport is very
important for keeping fit both physically
and mentally. 

MATHSMATHSMATHS
 
 

"Well done to our Reception and
Y1 children in their Nativity

performance today. We are so
proud of you all!"

(Toby G & Maisie Y, Y6)

What we have been learning this week?
Nursery: Counting actions/objects that cannot be moved e.g. claps, jumps
Reception: Christmas counting songs (e.g. 12 days of Christmas)
Y1: Counting back on a number line to help us subtract
Y2: Subtracting numbers that cross a multiple of 10 (e.g. 53 - 6 ?)
Y3: Multiplying and dividing by 4
Y4: Spotting patterns: what happens when we multiply by 0?
Y5: Ordering and comparing fractions with different denominators
Y6: Converting measurements with different units (e.g. miles into kilometres)

OPAL UPDATEOPAL UPDATEOPAL UPDATE   

Each Christmas, as a school, every child
studies a picture book that is thought
provoking. This year the book has been
chosen with an emphasis on family and
belonging. The story has a message that
small acts can add up to a huge change. 

The story is a personal message from the
author, Tom Percival, who had a very
happy childhood even when his family
had very little.  

WHOLE SCHOOL BOOK STUDYWHOLE SCHOOL BOOK STUDYWHOLE SCHOOL BOOK STUDY

GIBSIDE CLASS NEWSGIBSIDE CLASS NEWSGIBSIDE CLASS NEWS
Christmas has arrived in the Gibside classroom.
We have enjoyed writing character descriptions
this week on Buddy the Elf. We enjoyed watching
the funny video when Buddy visits Asda! We have
also worked very hard and performed three
Christmas shows! We are all excited to join in with
the Kells Lane Christmas parties next week. 

Next term we will be relaunching OPAL
in school to build upon the great play 
opportunities already in place. We are 
currently taking a stock check of all resources. If anyone is
having a clear out of unwanted play equipment over the
festive period, we will be gratefully taking donations in the
new year! Things such as:

Bikes and scooters 
Prams (play and real)
Loose parts i.e. tyres, crates, cable reels
Role play costumes/accessories
Pots, pans, cooking utensils

Y2 & Y3 CHRISTMAS CRAFTERNOONY2 & Y3 CHRISTMAS CRAFTERNOONY2 & Y3 CHRISTMAS CRAFTERNOON
We were delighted to share two festive
afternoons in Y2 and Y3 this week. The
children loved performing their
Christmas songs on the stage and taking
part in lots of exciting Christmas crafts. 

Thank you so much to everyone who
could join us. A special thank you to the
School Fundraising Group for hosting a
Christmas treats station where everyone
enjoyed delicious mince pies and tasty
hot chocolate. 

HOMEWORKHOMEWORKHOMEWORK

Mrs Lee attended a training session with ARC Adoption last week.  The
session was delivered by a team of practitioners (from ARC) and their
aim was to raise the awareness and understanding of the types of
attachment difficulties that children may experience.  Children who do
not have secure attachment can encounter many difficulties in school
and having  this secure knowledge will enable us to effectively support
our adopted pupils.  
Following last week's training, we have arranged for an ARC
practitioner to deliver a further session at Kells Lane.

ARC ADOPTION TRAININGARC ADOPTION TRAININGARC ADOPTION TRAINING   

We hope everyone who came to
our Nativity thoroughly enjoyed
the production. It was amazing to
be able to invite families in to
school again after what feels like a
very long time.  We are so proud of
all our children for being so brave
to get on the stage to demonstrate
their acting, singing and narrating
skills. 

83% of parents surveyed felt their child is set
appropriate homework. Currently all year
groups have reading and spellings which they
can work on at home. Our Y6 children also
have weekly homework which they are
expected to complete. From January, we will
send optional weekly homework for pupils in
Y5, via Google Classroom, in preparation for
Y6. Further information will be sent home in
the new year. 



It’s been another remarkable week! Here’s some photographs to show some of
the wonderful learning experiences...



SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEINGSAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEINGSAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING

Warm Spaces is a network of places
where people can come together to
stay warm and enjoy a cup of tea. 

Our local Warm Space is @ Low Fell
Library on Durham  Rd. 



SAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEINGSAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEINGSAFEGUARDING & WELL-BEING
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