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Dear Parents and Carers,

This week, myself and Miss Wilson have had the privilege of being able to get out and spend
time in all of the classes across school. We really do have such amazing children here at Kells
Lane who have a real love for learning. From making mud pies and testing out their creations
in their junk modelling areas, to solving number problems using 6 digit numbers, they truly
are inspiring young people. It has been wonderful to get to know our new EY children and
find out a little more about each of them. We will continue to spend time in our EY
classrooms over the coming weeks to enable all of the children to get to know us a little
better. If you don't already follow us on Twitter, I would recommend taking a look where you
will be able to see all of the amazing and exciting things that go on here at Kells Lane each
day - @KLPSGateshead.

 
The government have recently announced that all mainstream schools should deliver a
school week of at least 32.5 hours, which equates to 6.5 hours per day, from September
2023. This will apply to all children from Y1 to Y6.  Over the next term, we will be consulting
with governors and parents on our plans to make changes to the times of our school day. We
will then share the outcome of the consultation in the spring term. 

 
 

F R I D A Y  3 0 T H
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 2

Whole school attendance
target - 98%

Our whole school attendance
this week is 97.8%

We are delighted to be able to hold an open evening
event this year, the first time since before the
pandemic. If you know of anyone who is looking for a
school place for a reception child in September
2023, please share the details with them. 

Finally, just a reminder that we have a team of pupils
from Y3 and Y6 who run 'The Shack' each break time.
For 50p, children may buy a piece of fruit or a
healthy snack. All children from nursery to Y2 will
continue to receive free fruit daily as funded by the
government. 

Have a great weekend,

Mrs R Swinbank



 

MATHSMATHSMATHS

RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOLRIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOLRIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOL

 "I will be taking part in the Junior
North Run on Sat 8th October. I hope

to see some of you there"
(Maisie Y, Y6)

 
"Well done to everyone for receiving

their 'Always Attitude' certificate.
Keep up the good work"

(Toby G, Y6)

LONDON MINI MARATHONLONDON MINI MARATHONLONDON MINI MARATHON   

SCHOOL BOOK FAIRSCHOOL BOOK FAIRSCHOOL BOOK FAIR
Next week we will be having a book fair after
school. Any book purchased at the book fair
will provide us with credit towards buying
books for our school. The book fair will be at
in the KS1 hall @ 3pm on Monday 3rd -
Thursday 6th.

Thank you for your support. 

COMPUTING: CODING WITH RODOCODOCOMPUTING: CODING WITH RODOCODOCOMPUTING: CODING WITH RODOCODO

What we have been learning this week.
Nursery: Exploring numbers in our classrooms.
Reception: Grouping amounts of objects into pairs.
Y1: Finding one more and one less than a number.
Y2: Partitioning umbers up to 100.
Y3: Counting up in multiples of 50.
Y4: Exploring, comparing and ordering numbers to 10,000.
Y5: Finding 100,000 more or less than a number.
Y6: Column addition and subtraction.

PLANETARIUMPLANETARIUMPLANETARIUM   

Our whole school assembly this week was linked to Black
History Month which begins next week. We discussed the
contribution and achievements of those with African and
Caribbean heritage throughout history and talked about the
importance of treating everyone with respect and helping
others to feel proud of themselves. We also talked about
what we should do if we ever see or hear racism in school or
the wider community. 

What an exciting week for Early Years and Year 1! This week they
explored outer space and visited planets in our solar system, thanks to
Cosmos Planetarium! They travelled all over the Solar system and
visited every planet where they learnt facts about each one. They loved
sitting under the stars and singing Twinkle Twinkle Little Star. 

Reception have had so much fun this week exploring their sense
of taste. They learnt about taste buds and the different parts of
our tongues. To do this, they've been trying lots of different new
foods. 

 
Can you  guess 

from the photos 
which ones we
liked and did 

not like?
 
 

We are so excited to launch our brand new coding
app 'Rodocodo' at Kells Lane. All children in Key
Stage 2 will soon receive logins for this fantastic app
which will be available to them on laptops, iPads and
can even be accessed on a smart phone at home.
'Rodocodo' is a coding game  designed to make
coding fun and easy. We can't wait to get started! 

TRAVEL TRACKERTRAVEL TRACKERTRAVEL TRACKER
We've recorded 1974 active journeys so far in
September!

Well done to everyone that is helping to
reduce pollution and traffic around our school by walking,
scooting, cycling, or using another form of sustainable travel.

Our most active class in Key Stage 1 was Beech class and Hazel
was our most active class in Key Stage 2 this week!

We've received our walk to school badges and class
teachers are handing these out to children in their class
 who have qualified for a badge. Will you earn a badge
for October? Let's get active next month and be travel
tracking superstars! This week the children have been taking part in the Mini London

Marathon. They have ran 35 laps of the yard which is equivalent to 2.6
miles. So many children have enjoyed their daily running challenge so
teachers are going to keep this going a couple of days each week. We hope
that this week has inspired many of the children to get involved in running
during play times and at home. 

We then enjoyed sharing the
wonderful story My Hair by
Hannah Lee.





Dear Parent/guardian, 

RE: Y2- Y6 Spellings at Kells Lane Primary School

At Kells Lane Primary School, we would like to introduce our new spelling scheme
of work: Transforming the Teaching of Spelling. The spellings are all in line with the
National Curriculum. 

Spellings are tricky. The English language contains over a million words and has
been affected by some 1,300 years of history. As the National Curriculum reminds
us, “Most people read words more accurately than they spell them.” 
With this in mind, we will be introducing a clear and systematic approach for
teaching spellings that will provide our children with life-long strategies. Spellings
need to be taught logically to see the magic of words, the patterns and how words
can help transform their quality of writing. 

The underlying structure of the approach is based on the three zones of spelling,
explored through patterns, remembering and recall of spellings. The purpose and
function of 'Transforming the Teaching of Spelling' is for children to see how the
same sound in different words can be represented by the same letters.

Another key aim of adopting this spelling approach is to develop brave, confident
and resilient spellers.

Organisation of spellings
Fortnightly, the children will be introduced to a new set of words from the
appropriate year group curriculum. These will be added to your child's class page. 

Week one  
There will be approximately 10-15 words, depending on the year group, which will
be discussed and explored in an ongoing manner throughout all areas of teaching.
These words will have a specific focus sound. Teachers and support staff will help
the children to identify other words which share the same focus sound. The nature
of this is a ‘slow’ look at patterns and working to improve children's understanding
of spelling rules and patterns. E.g. apple: words associated, trouble, simple,

middle.

 



Week two
Children will have a 'learning check' on the words they have been learning and be
encouraged to record any other words that share the focus sound/s. The children
will not be tested on their spellings but there will be a key focus on these words in
their independent writing. These words will be identified through teacher feedback
and independently by the children through editing of their writing. Words can be
changed as the children require them, and show they can use them accurately.

As of the week beginning the 3rd of October, children will begin to see this
approach in their lessons.

How can I help my child?
If you would like to support your child at home with their spellings, we will be
sharing the words that your child will be learning in school, on your child's Class
Page next week.  It is more beneficial for children to understand how a sound can
be applied to lots of words instead of learning words for a test. 

If you have any questions relating to our spelling scheme, please let us know and
we will do our best to answer any of your queries. 

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Mr L Colligan
Writing Lead Teacher

Jane Considine 



It’s been another remarkable week! Here’s some photographs to show some of
the wonderful learning experiences...



SAFEGUARDINGSAFEGUARDINGSAFEGUARDING


